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Dear Editor,

We are members of the Grassy Narrows band of Ojibways of
Northwestern Ontario,Canada.Our community numbers about 800
people.We have a history of thousands of years of living on and
relating to the land; of hunting,fishing,trapping,and berry and
rice picking.To this day we still hold onto these values and also
retain our language and and spirituality.

We are incorrectly referred to by many other people as
“Indians”.This of course is a misnomer,going back to 1492 when ,
Christopher Columbus became hopelessly lost and thought that he
was in India.We are “native” or “aboriginal” or “indigenous”
people.The word we use to refer to ourselves is “Anishnabag”
(plural of “Anishnaba™).

We also have a history of several generations of cultural
oppression,imposed on us by the Canadian government.Also, in the
early 1970’s our reservation was ravaged economically,socially,and
physically by mercury pollution of the English River
System.Mercury levels are still high,and many of our people still
suffer the effects of it.

During the past several years there has been yet another threat
which is likely to complete the process of tearing us from the
last shreds of our ancient, land-based culture.






