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November 3, 2005

Open Letter to: Mr. David Ramsay, Minister, Natural Resources & Aboriginal Affairs, Ontario
Via facsimile: 416-314-2216

Re: Forest Conservation and Mﬂnagement ih the ANA/ Grassy Narrows Homeland
Dear Mr. Ramsay:

For many years the. people of Asubpecschosecwagong’ Netum Amshlnabek (ANA), also known as
the Grassy Narrows First: Natlon Commumty, have suffered from an industrial invasion of our forest
homeland. Our fofests have sustama{i u§ for. thousands of yedrs,:but mdustnal exploitation of these
once rich forests, lakes and: ;uvers have pcuscmed our waters: wuh memUJ:Ayand other toxins, nearly
__eliminated our ability to pract&ce our 'way of‘*hfe and‘a‘obbed us of ceonomlc opportumtles from
both timber and non—tlmber IBSOU.I'GGB 2 W ; : 4

The degradation of the ANA homeland hy 1ndustr1ai tunber cbmpames that has been approved and
sanctioned by the Ontario government i 1s a c{ear wolatmn of ANA treaty rights under Treaty #3.

As a result of this situation Asubpeescho ewagong Netum Anishinabek has participated in good
faith i discussions with officials of your r mstry for the:] purpose of establishing a Forestry Interim
Measures Ag"reemenz with your govennnem;g . Ehese d1scu§51ons have also involved the government
of Canada and representatives of Abmbi %nsohd&t sthe industrial forestry license holder that
operates in the ANA homeland. " o “Ai%

We have been seeking for many ycars a co g@mm solution to this untenable situation that
consists of the following components: ., - & ‘f’

1. Development of a Culture and E'ca&ystem, based Plan that will guide the protection,
restoration, and management of the ANA Homeland forest ecosystem and natural resources;

2. Establishment of Interim Measures to .Protect ANA Culture and Ecosystems durmg the
development of our Culture and Ecosystem-based Plan;

3. Conversion of all forestry operations in the ANA Homeland to Ecosystem based Forest
Management, :
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