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November 3) 2005

Open Letter to: Mr. David Ramsay, Minister, Natural~esources & Aboriginal Affairs, Ontario
Via facsimile: 416-314-2216

Re: Forest Conservation and Management in the ANAf<:JrassyNarrows Homeland

Dear Mr. Ramsay:

For many years the.peopl~ ofAsubpeesch~~~e~ag~'ng"Netuin 'AhishiJ}~bek (ANA), also known as
the Grassy Narrows Firsj:Nation C,(ji1;I1!lUnity~have. suffe~ed from a:nin<;luStrialinvasion of our forest
homeland. Our fofC!st~ft.ave "sustained ~: io~.thousand~- o(ye.?irs,(but iTI~ustria(~xp10itation of these
once rich forests, lakes ana.'.p;vers :~'~v&"poistmedour w~rs:::witlltmercuJ.?K'~4 ..other toxins, nearly

......~)i~!!8;t~4_~llF ability to prad\1:~e b'lf.~.·.w~ydfft1~,a:q~J.~o~b.~.u~::~htet~onoriH~opportunities from
both timber and non-timber resources. ~ .j 'I' ".\ ~'.:...:.,....,:',.\.' ;.' '~~..

. :..... ; "<:'~<.j)"::.::;. ~..>..:~:};;:~;! "(:":)i ~"''''':'':':-''...:
The degradation of the ANA home~.anc(bji;:iiidus.t];ia1:.~imp¢.],':companies thathas been approved and
sanctioned by the Ontario governmeriq~·8:·Clear·yi<?la~1~m·orAij4:·#,eatyrights under Treaty #3 .

. ..... .... . '. ~~... ",;,: .:.....
. : .. ~::. ' .. : .

As a result of this situation Asubpeescho'~ewagong Netuw Anishinabek has participated in good
faith in discussions with officials of yo~ #~hi~try for the.j)tupose of establishing a Forestry Interim
Measures Agreement with your gove11111).e~~%:Th~sedj.s.cu§sionshave also. involved the government
of Canada and representatives of Abitibi ·.Gl>ns01idat~9:i~4heindustrial forestry license holder that

•. ' ':.~7...c"!:~.. :~""',f
operates 111 the ANA homeland .... ::.' ;;;k~~·.: J
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We have been seeking for many years:·a conStmc.H~~ solution to this untenable situation that
corisists of the following components: ,:',..:' 'k.

1. Development of a Culture and EcoSys,em. based Plan that will guide the protection,
restoration, and management of the ANA-Homeland forest ecosystem and natural resources;........ '.

2. Establishment of Interim Measures to Protect ANA Culture and Ecosystems during the
development of our Culture and Ecosystem-based Plan;

3. Conversion of all forestry operations in the ANA Homeland to Ecosystem based Forest
Management; .
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