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Dear :vIs. Swa!11:

Thank yot.: for the comments you provided the rorest managemem Planning Tear.::!. during the
In(ormation Centre held at Gr(J'Ssy 2\Jarrows Firs, ~u.tjon on April 21. 1998. Many of your
comme;-:[s and quesdons were similar and as such. \ve relt a response to your entire group would
be most appropliare. We would be happy to respcnd individually Lo anyone with a specific
::C'nc~rn ~garcling any aspect of the Forest ~lanag:~ment P!an.

\Iany of the comments qucstioncJ the practice of ::iear cutting. People ~ee all clear cutting as
being negati vc because of the \val' it looks. The ·;..-ay forests are cut now are very different from
[he way it used to be done. In :he pas::, all trees were cut down and the areas were often planted
back to one particular kind of tree. Often they were sprayed with herbicides to remove
evcr::thing aut the trees required by the industry. In rec8nt times, new approaches to Gutting have
been developed. The way \Ve cU! is suI1 calJed clear cutting, but it is done with better knowledge
and understanding of the effects cutting has on Li1e forest.

The modem approach to logging is to try to emulate. or mimic nattlre. We attempt to have the
same et'fesr on the forest that fires v,,'ouldhave. Li....~e a fire, we ]eave clumps of trees, logs and
debris on the ground. The~e practices are done to provide places for various animals to live and
:.0 ensure the ne\V forest wi!] be similar La the one which \Vas harvested.

Your COII'_'"!1ents and cum:erns about clear cutting are shared by many people, We have acted
upon those concerns by changing our approach to clear cULting as described above. We have
developed many guidelines to help us achieve these changes. We have guidelines that cunsider
(h~ needs of many species of animals including I:!OOSC. ",vhire-tailed Jeer, marten and caribou,
These guidelines help us design cuts so that the animals have different habitats, such as winter
cover or summer bro'A'se, in \\'hich to live. We Iu:vc guidelines to ensure that there are reserves
left along lakes and streams. These reserves are designed to protect wacer quality and fish
habitat. In :1ddition, these reserves provide important habimt5 to a number of other species that
Iive near water.
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