Grassy Narrows First Nation
Environmental Committee, (GNFNEC)
General Delivery

Grassy Narrows, Ontario

POX 1BO

June 17, 1999

Honorable Norman W. Sterling
Ministry of the Environment
135 St. Clair Avenue West
Suite 100

Toronto, Ontario

M4V 1P5

Subject: Approval of the 1999-2019 Whiskey Jack Forest Management Plan.

Dear Minister,

On June 4, 1999, we received your decision to approve the 1999-2019 Whiskey
Jack Forest Management Plan, (WJFMP). The purpose of this letter is to express our
concerns with your decision to approve the WJFMP, and the condition you attached to
the denial of our bump-up request regarding the 2000-2001 Annual Work Schedule,
(AWS). It is our hope that you will either reconsider your decision to approve the
WJFMP or strengthen the condition so that the mediation process will bring resolution
to the issues rather than the application of best efforts to resolve the issues.

Our primary concern is your finding that reasonable efforts were made by Abitibi
and the MNR to involve the GNFN community in the forest management process.
These efforts were to include Native participation and the identification of Native
values. It is still our belief that the reasonable efforts made by Abitibi to involve the
GNFN community in the process were superficial and demonstrated a lack of
understanding for the Native values that the efforts were to uncover.

Your letter recognized that a meeting had taken place between GNFN and
Abitibi with the intention of identifying and clarifying issues with the forest management
planning process for the Whiskey Jack Forest. The other participants to that meeting
were representatives from the MNR and the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern

Development.






