
March 15, 2002

Mr. Fred S. Hall

District Manager
Ministry of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 5080
808 Robertson Street

Kenora, Ontario P9N 3x9

Dear Mr. Hall

On behalf of the local trappers of Grassy Narrows First Nation, we wish to make the

following comments which reflects the unilateral decisions taken by the Ministry of
Natural Resource and Abitibi-Consolidated company in respect to the 2004-2024 forest
management plan.

For years now, we have attempted to voice our concerns within this process with very
little response :from the desired benefits-fur the trappers. All we have seen is the demise of
our way of life disappear every time more cutting areas are extended to a Abitibi. In
despair our trappers are ending up in the streets in cities to become homeless people and
living off the soup lines. Our way of1ife as trappers may not appear as lucrative
arrangement to making living, but the essence of this life we choose is valuable to our
attachment to the land, the furest and the animals that sustained US since the beginn1JlEof
time. We may not have had the conveniences the rest of the society depends on so much
for their survival. Living off the land not only provides food and shelter but enriches our
spirits. We never depended'on weJfure, nor the hand outs ftom the Governments and the
rest the society.

Therefore, the process of forest management plan and the so called consultation process
are not in the league with public interest group in this process. Some of these people have

never set their fuot on the bush to experience ~ never mine what it is li!ceto live in it.
t
The impacts of clear cutting and this forest regime have greater impact on us than the rest
of the popu1ation who dwell in the townships and cities. We can never can be equal to
them in this respect. What is more disturbing is that the Ontario Government has always
refused to discuss our rights as aboriginal nation, but to push ahead with resource
developments literally on the backs of aboriginal people. In the past, the Governments
have initiated memorandum of understandings and mediation process in effort to view
desire benefits from the trappers and aboriginal people. These have never achieved




