April 15, 1999

The Hon. Robert Nault
M.P. Kenora - Rainy River
House of Commons

Rm. 407

West Block

OTTAWA, Ontario

K1A 0A6

Dear Honorable Robert Nault: |

RE: GRASSY NARROWS TRADITIONAL LAND USE AREA AND RESOURCE

ISSUES:

This letter is confirm to you our total dissatisfaction with the lack of positive
response to correspondance that was sent to Minister of Indian Affairs, Minister of
Natural Resources, and Minister of Environment.

Specifically the letter from Jane Stewart (see attached), Minister of Indian Affairs
stating that "the federal government has no jurisdiction over the management of
resources on provincial Crown lands.”" In our letter to Jane Stewart dated March 6,

1999:

we requested protection of our land base (2500 or more square miles of

our Traditional Land Use Area) and the protection of our culture, which
originates from and is dependent upon that land base......Therefore, in the
interests of asserting our rights as First Nation people and to protect our
culture from eradication and our land from further destructive exploitation,
we must make the following demand. Representatives of the Ministry of
Natural Resources, Ministry of the Environment, and the Minister of Indian
Affairs must meet with the people of Grassy Narrows First Nation to discuss
and to hopefully resolve these issues.

The basis of our requests to the Minister's are;

As First Nations our Aboriginal Rights are protected under the Royal
Proclamation of 1763 and were confirmed and further protected by Treaty
#3 which was ratified by our Forefathers.

As First Nations our Inherent, Aboriginal and Treaty Rights are protected
under s.25 and recognized and affirmed under s.35 the Constitution Act of
1982,

The principles laid forth by the Supreme Court of Canada in the






